RICHES FROM RAGS
begging business was badly disrupted about three
years ago wKen a law was passed forbidding child-
ren to sell things on the streets or to solicit. Up
to that time some clever people made a business
of training children, especially girls, for they drew
the most sympathy, and renting them as props to
professional beggars.
So Tanaka sought odd jobs at labour markets.
Sometimes he got a job as a sandwich-man or he
pulled weeds for the city at sixty sen a day. Al-
together he was lucky if he made ten yen a month.
He could not put himself under contract with one
of the city's^ some four hundred labour brokers
because that would have meant that he would
have had to live in a dormitory without his wife.
Such brokers feed and give lodging to men and
even loan them money on occasion. And being
independent by nature, Tanaka was loathe to seek
city aid in the poor house, though when he was
sick he once received medical aid. Every year the
city takes care of about 2700 such cases and also
maintains a large tuberculosis sanitorium. But
Tanaka stayed home and received eighty sen a day
from the city's welfare bureau and his doctor's
bills were paid
For a short time he and his wife lived in a
tenement house of which there are about five